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Hurricane season is upon us.

Protect your Home and Property!
Our licensed Arborists can evaluate
all your trees for unsafe conditions.

Call for a free evaluation.

WE CAN HELP! 401-683-1577
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DINING REVIEW

Pertect night: Dinner and sail aboard Aurora

BY PORTIA LITTLE

ho hasn 't admir ed the
large sailboat with the
red sails out on Newport

harbor and longed to go out on it?

It's actually possible to indulge
this fantasy by taking a sunset sail
on the schooner A urora, following
alobster dinner. This event, which
takes place on S undays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays in the City b y
the Sea, has in fact been so popular
that it will be extended r ight
through September.

We headed o ver to the Goat
Island M arinaonar ecent sunny
Wednesday and str olled to the
Regatta Place al fresco dining area.
My dining companion or dered
drinks at the cash bar , whichw e
lingered o ver while taking in the
panorama of the Newport skyline.

Although w e w ere in no hurr vy,
our ser ver br ought our meals
promptly — lar ge wooden bo wls,
each heaped with a 1 1/4-pound
boiled lobster , steamed mussels
drawn butter , r oasted potatoes ,
and a large ear of sweet corn — ah,

the pleasures of summer. Newport
Experience, sponsors of the dinner
sail, also offer alter native menu
options of barbecued chicken, a
portabella mushr oom entr ee with
couscous, and a childr en’s choice
of chicken fingers and fries.

The dining ar ea was filled with
an enthusiastic cr owd that includ-
ed couples, parents with childr en,
seniors, and a large group celebrat-
ingabir thday. One couplefr om
New York noted that they’ d seen
the Aurora at their son’s wedding a
few months ago, and had returned
to sail on it.

Finally it was time for the long-
anticipated boat boar ding. We
walked up the gangplank onto the
majestic 101-foot schooner, which
can accommodate up to 80 pas-
sengers, and is 68 years young. The

The distinctive schooner Aurora under sail in lower Narragansett Bay.
What could be better than a lobster dinner followed by a sail under her

red canvas?

captain, who has sailed around the
world, gr eeted us , and explained
the teamwork of the crew in raising
the deep red sails, which we had so
often watched from shore.

We relaxed as the boatdr ifted
away from port under warm ocean
breezes, with a seascape of white
cloud ribbons against a pale blue
early evening sky.

During the 1 1/2-hour sail, some
passengers chatted quietly while
others just admir ed the gor geous
scenery. Each sight seemed mor e
spectacular than thelast. S ailing
west into the sunset, w e passed by
Fort Adams, the N ewport br idge,
Rose I sland lighthouse , and the
house onther ock— all familiar
landmarks, which seemed mor e
magical when viewed from this Tall
Ship. As dusk approached, we con-
templated the magnificent ir ides-
centr edsunseto ver the
Jamestown tree line, a scene made
even mor e dr amatic as a passing
sailboat’s dar k masts stood out
before the harbor’s pink haze.

As dusk descended, w e headed
back, taking photos of the br idge
and some gulls on the R ose Island
beach. Lights no w twinkled along
the shore and on nearby boats.

It was alife of leisur e foran
evening. P ass the pleasur e,
please.

Dockside New England
lobster boil and sunset

sail on schooner Aurora

B MENU: Lobster dinner with
mussels, roasted potatoes and
corn. Other menu choices
include chicken, vegetarian, chil-
dren's chicken fingers and fries.

B WHERE: Regatta Place at
Goat Island Marina

B HOURS: Dinner from 5 to
6:30 p.m. Aurora sails from
6:30 to 8 p.m. Sundays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays
through September. Dinner will
follow sail from mid-September
on.

B PRICE/INFO: $3695 per
person plus service and tax.
Reservations required at 849-
6683, ext. 0, or go to
www.newportexperience.com






